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Monday, October 28, 1996 
Excellence 
In Teaching 
This article is the.first in a series high-
lighting excellence in teaching at Grand 
Valley. 
Richard Weis: Building a 
Foundation in Art and 
Design 
by Wendy .f. Wemie1; assistant dean of 
Arts and Humanities 
Five years ago Professor Richard 
Weis came to GVSU from the 
University of South Carolina to 
develop 
and 
coordinate 
the 
fo undation 
courses 
for Grand 
Valley's 
Art and 
Design 
Depart-
ment. 
Weis, who 
bases his 
own 
artwork 
on form, inte1viewed department 
faculty, pulled their ideas together, 
and developed a general direction 
for the foundation courses . The 
consensus of the fa culty was that the 
foundation courses should take on 
the forma l approach as opposed to 
the conceptual approach. Form 
emphasizes obse1vation, color, 
composition and drawing. 
Weis then developed a common 
syllabus for each of the four founda-
tion courses : Color, Drawing I and II , 
and 2D Design. By the time students 
finish this foundation, he says, he 
feels confident that most 
students have good 
obse1vation skills, can 
continued on page 3 
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GVSU Chosen as National 
Science Olympiad Site for 1998 
Grand Valley State University has 
been selected as the site for the 1998 
Na tional Science Olympiad tourna-
ment, a competition that involves 
teams in both junio r and senior high 
divisions from all 50 sta tes . 
Having hosted the regional compe-
tition for the past 12 yea rs, Grand 
Va lley will open its campus, in mid-
May of 1998, to 100 teams of high-
level students, their teachers, coaches, 
chaperones and pa rents. O rga nizers 
expect from 4,000 to 5,000 people to 
be on campus fo r the occasion. 
"Being selected as the 1998 site for 
this event is a recognition of Grand 
Valley's commitment to science educa-
tion and a recognition of the years that 
we've devoted to the Olympiad, " sa id 
Doug Kindschi, dean of the Science and 
Mathematics Division, who leads the 
planning team for this event. 
"We 'll have an opportunity to 
showcase this campus and our pro-
grams to a national market of outstand-
ing senio r and junior high students ," 
sa id Kindschi. 
Across Campus 
School of Engineering Wins 
Award 
The Padnos School of Engineering 
received an award from the Michigan 
Recycling Coalition (MRC) at its annual 
conference, held October 17 in Kalama-
zoo. Paul Piorkowski, director of the 
Padnos School of Engineering , and 
Shirley Fleischmann, professor of 
Engineering and project coordinator for 
the Teaching Enviro nmentally Responsi-
ble Design curriculum project, accepted 
the award, which is the first by MRC to 
recognize an outstanding educational 
The competition was he ld last spring 
at Georgia Tech in Atlanta and w ill take 
place at North Carolina State University 
in 1997. 
In recognition of this upcoming 
event, the Grand Rapids Convention 
Bureau wi ll feature Grand Valley during 
the Hometown Hero Awards receptio n 
at the Van Andel Arena tomorrow, 
Octobe r 29. 
program that encourages and promotes 
recycling. 
"The awa rd recognizes the efforts of 
GVSU and the Padnos School of 
Engineering in sponsoring the Padnos 
International Design Competition and 
the development and distribution of the 
curriculum materials 'Solving Tomor-
row's Problems Today - Teaching 
Environmentally Respo nsible Des ign,"' 
explained Paul Piorkowski, director of 
the Padnos School of Engineering . 
The Padnos School of Engineering 
co-sponsors the International Design 
continued on page 4 
The GVSU Forum is 
published by the O ffice o f 
University Communica tions 
every Monday w hen classes are 
in sess ion and biweekly during 
the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send 
publication items to Kathleen 
Adams, editor, c/ o the FOR UM 
cc:Mail box. From off ca mpus, 
email forum@gvsu .edu. 
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax: 
616-895-2250. V isit FORUM 
ONLINE on the World W ide Web 
at: www.gvsu. edu/ 
Faculty and staff members 
can find an online "Sketches" 
submiss ion form on the Web 
Site. 
Coming Events 
Health Career Day Welcomes 
All Students 
Grand Valley's Health Career Day, 
sponsored by Career Services, w ill be held 
on Tuesday, October 29, in the Kirkhof 
Center. Representatives will be available to 
speak with students 11 a .m. - 3 p .m . Faculty 
and staff members are asked to he lp 
publicize this event with students. 
Participating organizations include 
hospitals, medical centers , rehabilitation 
facilities, home health care, public health , 
and professional schools. 
Excellence in Teaching 
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see and use subtle differences in color, 
compose well, and conceptua lize what they 
are doing. 
Weis' own work explains his interest in 
the quality of the foundation courses . The 
sti ll life painting he was working on when I 
talked with him showed what can be done 
with subtle nuances of blue and yellow, 
sharp lines and planes, 2D and 3D effects. 
His work shows both his expertise and the 
importance of the skills he teaches his 
students. "A lot of artists are going through 
school without fo rmal training," says Weis. 
"I feel like I'm almost a dinosaur because 
my work is based on formal things- visual 
relationships between continuations, space 
and tension-as opposed to socia l commen-
tary. " 
Weis says the foundation courses like 2D 
design , which he is currently teaching, are 
the most difficult to design and teach 
because the students have no ruler to 
measure their success. Through lecture and 
examples he teaches the difficult concepts 
of two dimensional visual fields and then 
guides the students as they apply these 
concepts to a problem. Then, through 
individual and guided group critiques, he 
teaches his students to apply aesthetic 
principles to the ir work. 
The projects from his current 2D design 
classes prove his point. The 480 black and 
white two dimensional designs Weis 
showed me received three individual 
critiques and a guided group critique before 
the final graded critique . "The work is 
Although the focus is on hea lth ca reers, 
many organizatio ns w ill be represented by 
human resources personne l. They may have 
informatio n on o the r functions within the ir 
organizations o r suggest the name of a 
contact who can answer questions . 
Artist-Faculty Concert 
Featured on Radio 
The next Artist-Faculty Series conce rt 
performer, clarinetist Arthur Campbe ll , was 
featured on 88.9 FM. Campbe ll was inter-
continued on page 4 
exciting because students start with so little 
and the courses g ive them so much," Weis 
says. 
"The work is time consuming and 
intense," says Weis. "But an artist's work has 
to be about composition as well as ideas. 
That's what attracts people to the work , so 
they'll read it. It's very important to stress 
composition and then later deve lop o the r 
ideas ." 
An essential part o f Weis ' design of th 
fo undation courses is the foundation review 
at the encl of the first year. Students present 
all the ir work to a committee of three 
faculty from the Art and Design Depa rtment 
who judge the work as good, sa tisfacto ry o r 
unsatisfacto1y. Students whose work is 
judged good or satisfactory go on to mo re 
advanced courses. Students whose work is 
graded unsatisfactory have the o pportuni ty 
to take up to two additional classes to bring 
the ir work up to the depa rtme nt standa rds. 
The foundatio n review, Weis says, creates 
continuing d iscussion among faculty 
members about the structure and design of 
the fo undation courses and he lps develop 
clepaitmental standards. 
We is insists that he sha res credit fo r the 
quality of the foundation courses with othe r 
art and design faculty who worked with him 
to agree on what beginning students 
needed . "From all the pee r reviews, it seems 
like this foundation in formal training is 
making a difference in students at the 
advanced level," Weis says. "Now the 
compositions are more sophisticated and the 
students can talk about them bette r. " 
Coming Events 
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viewed by Blue Lake Public Radio 
(WBLU/ WBLV) on October 27 about his 
concert this Wednesday and GVSU's 
Music program. 
Campbell , new to GVSU's faculty this 
fa ll , is schedu led to perform along with 
pianist and adjunct faculty member 
Robert Byrens, on October 30, at 4 p .m. 
in Louis Armstrong Theatre. The 
perfo rmance is the second in a series of 
four free concerts sponsored by the 
Music Depa1tment. 
The October 30 concert, which will 
include works by Schumann , Douglas, 
Weinzweig, Arnold and Brahms, will be 
recorded for broadcast on WBLU/ WBLV 
on November 3, at 11 a .m., and will 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
Competition with the Padnos Founda-
tion and the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers. The annual 
competition honors senior Engineering 
students for designs that are environ-
mentally responsible. 
Swedish Educators Study 
Classroom Gender Equity 
The subject of classroom gender 
equity was the purpose behind a visit 
of five Swedish educators who are 
include snippets of Campbell 's previous 
interview. 
Tired of Fearing the Flu? 
Representatives from the Visiting 
Nurses Association will be visiting 
Grand Valley to admin ister flu shots to 
a ll interested participants in GVSU 
medical plans. The shots will be 
available on the Allendale campus in 
room 116 LMH o n November 4, from 10 
a. m. - 2 p.m. Flu shots will be available 
at the Eberhard Center in room 209 EC, 
from 9 a.m. - 10 a .m. on November 4. 
Appointments are not necessa1y, but 
please RSVP by October 30 to let the 
Benefits Office know that you will be 
participating. At the clinic, just sign in 
studying the issue in schools in central 
Sweden . They came to Grand Valley 
and area elementary schools last week 
at the invitation of Mary Seeger, dean of 
Academic Resources and Specia l 
Programs. 
Seeger made the invita tion in 
response to the help she received from 
Swedish elementary teacher Rita 
Liedholm in planning a trip to Sweden 
next spring. Seeger w ill study gender 
eq uity issues in universities, public 
schools, and co-educational scouting 
programs. 
Liedholm and her team of 
researchers are making plans 
and strategies fo r changing 
classroom management in ways 
that will bring out the best 
academically in both boys and 
girls. Obse1vations from the ir 
visit to GVSU and west Michi-
gan elementary schools will be 
included in a journal of 
comments and refl ections that 
will eventually be included in 
the ir report. 
Pictured with Dean Maiy Seeger at the welcoming 
reception on October 21, are Swedish visitors, leji to right, 
Cathrine Lindstrom, Lars Hergeson, Eva Lindgren, Seeger, 
Rita Liedholm and Kerstin J-leclstr6m. 
and be prepared to show your medical 
identificatio n card. The cost of the shot 
will be covered by Grand Valley. 
Lecture to Highlight Walk 
Across Africa 
On Tuesday, November 5, in the 
Kirkhof Center's Grand Rive r Room, 
Patrick Giatonio will give a multi-media 
presentation, "Footsteps into Change," 
about his walk across the African 
continent. The program is sponsored by 
Alternative Spring Break, Voluntee r! 
GVSU, along with Minority Affairs, 
Freshman Studies , and the Cente r on 
Philanthropy and Non-Profit Leade rship. 
There will be a 10:30 a. m. lecture for 
children from area schools and a 9 p.m. 
lecture for the campus community. 
Contact Jay Cooper, x2345 , for more 
in formation. 
Lunchbreak Series 
Continues 
The Kandinsky Trio makes its GVSU 
debut on Monday, November 4, at noon 
in the Cook-DeWitt Center. Plan to 
attend this Lunchbreak Series concert 
featuring this unique awa rd-winning 
chamber ensemble that has appea red in 
recital and on radio and television 
broadcasts. 
The trio of musicians , violist Bene-
dict Goodfriend, cellist Alan Weinste in, 
and pianist Elizabeth Bachelder, is one 
of only five piano trios eve r to win the 
prestigious Chamber Music America 
Residency Award. 
Calendar of Events 
Cultural Events 
Arts Hotline : (616) 895-ARTS 
Galle1y Hours: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. , 10 a.m.-7 p .m. Thurs. 
All activities on the Allendale Campus unless otherwise 
noted . 
Thurs., Oct. IO-Thurs. , Oct. 31 
Gallery Hours: Facul ty Exhibition. Calder Ga llery, CFAC. 
Mon. , Oct. 28 
12 noon: Lunchbreak Series . Quink , vocal ensemble . LAT, 
CFAC. 
Wed. , Oct. 30 
4 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Arthur Campbell , clarinet, & Robert 
Byrens, piano . LAT, CFAC. 
General Events 
Mon. , Oct. 28 
8:30-11 :30 a. m.: SSB Faculty Seminar Series "How to Achieve 
Problem-free Project Management." EC. Cost $45. Call x6664. 
Tues., Oct. 29 
11 a. rn .-3 p.rn.: Hea lth Ca reer Day. KC. 
3 p.m.: Career Planning & Counseling Seminar "Decisions, 
Decisions, Decisions - Career Decisions Group." 204 STU. 
Ca ll x3266. 
Wed. , Oct. 30 
12 noon: Career Services Seminar "How to Prepare an Effective 
Resume." 258 STU. Call x3311. 
3 p.m.: Dan Dillingham Memorial Service . CDC. 
4 p .m.: Career Planning & Counseling Seminar "Developing 
Problem-Solving Skills ." 204 STU. Ca ll x3266. 
Fri. , Nov. 1 
10 a.m. : Grand Valley Preview. 300 STU. Ca ll x2025. 
Sat. , Nov. 2 
9:30 a.m. : Special Academic Saturday, Hea lth Careers. HRY. Ca ll 
x2025. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline : 895-3800. Game times subject to change. 
Tues. , Oct. 29 
7 p. m.: Women's Volleyba ll. FSU at GVSU. 
Fri. , Nov. I 
7 p.m.: Women's Volleyba ll at Oakland University. Rocheste r 
Hills. 
Sat. , Nov. 2 
TBA: Women's Volleyball at WSU. Detroit. 
12 noon: Football at Northwood University. 
1:30 & 2:30 p. m.: Men's & Women's Swimming & Diving. GVSU 
Relays at GVSU. 
New Grand Valley Associates 
Kip Smalligan, buyer with Purchasing Services. Former 
position : materials manager w ith Hope Network. Degree 
earned: B.A. fro m Calvin College 
Carol Paggeot, libra rian at KCRC. Former position: 
librarian for Muskegon County Libra1y. Degrees ea rned: B.A. 
fro m Marygrove College; M.S.L.S. fro m Clario n University 
Cara Fuller, underwriting representative fo r West Michi-
ga n Public Broadcasting . Forme r pos ition : softwa re salespe r-
son for Riverview Systems Ltd. Degree earned: B.B.A. from 
Western Michiga n University 
William Havel , p roject manager for Facilities Services and 
Planning . Former positio ns: architectural consultant for the 
District of Greate r Chicago; supervising architect at 
Dominick's Food Sto res. Degree earned : Bachelo r of 
Architecture from the University of Illinois 
Linda Mieras, secre ta ry for Upwa rd Bound . Fo rmer 
positio ns: project assistant at ACSET-West Side Complex; 
receptio nist for Office Team Temps; clerk at Ke nt County; 
secre tary for Butte1worth Hospita l. Degrees earned: A.A. 
from GRJC; B.S. fro m GVSU 
Vicki Burke, communica tions technician fo r the School o f 
Communications. Fo rmer positio n: p ublic access coordinato r 
for Wyoming Cable Channel 23. Degree ea rned: B.S. fro m 
GVSU 
Gordon Bolar, development manager for West Michigan 
Public Broadcasting . Former positio ns: ente rprises manager 
a nd deve lo pment manager fo r Alaska Pu b lic Telecommuni-
ca tions, Inc. ; executive director fo r Alaska Arts Southeast. 
Degrees earned: B.A. fro m Hendrix College; M. F.A. fro m 
Ohio Univers ity; Ph.D. in Speech and Communicatio n fro m 
L.S.U. 
Job Openings 
Clerical, Office, Technical 
Records Assistant, Registrar's Office - $10.80 - $12. 18 
Media Services Technician , Eberhard Center Facilities - $ 13.11 -
$14.31 
Confidential Clerical 
Executive Secreta1y, part-time, Administration - $13.78 - $18.98 
Executive,Administrative , Professional 
Academic Dean, Arts & Humanities, Sala1y range begins at 
$82,000. 
Assistant Director of TRIO/ Ro nald McNair Program, Upwa rd 
Bound - $23,700 - $53,000 
